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Editorial
Architectural competitions I
- Exploring the phenomenon of competing in architecture and urban 
design

Editor’s Comments  (Extract)
The combination of realising buildings with such architectural care 
that they become high-quality architecture and the momentum of 
introducing a competitive phase in this creative work may strike 
most people as odd. However, the phenomenon dates back to the 
Olympic Games of Ancient Greece, where the harmony between 
aesthetics and architectural realisation was assessed in a public 
voting process.
 Given the increasing interest in research about architec-
tural competitions and its implications as a societal phenomenon 
and professional practice, it is logical to seek the opportunity to 
publish a selection of papers that were submitted for the fourth 
conference on architectural competitions in Helsinki in 2012. For 
this reason, the Norwegian journal of FORMakademisk has 
offered to publish a blind peer-reviewed sample of eight papers. 
We are pleased that the journal found our idea interesting, and it is 
with great pleasure that we can now offer the readers of the jour-
nal two special issues of FORMakademisk with a particular focus 
on architectural competitions called Architectural Competitions I, 
exploring the phenomenon of competing in architecture and urban 
design and Architectural Competitions II, the dynamics of compet-
ing in architecture and urban design. All of the papers were re-
viewed by independent reviewers in Europe and the US, who have 
supplied detailed assessments of each paper. In response to these 
reviews, the authors have revised their papers, and the 
final outcome of this work process is the papers that are now to be 
published in the journal. The dominant share of the accepted 
papers that were selected for publication is contributions from 
young researchers, who are in the process of finalising their Ph 
D thesis. Three contributions are written by experienced scholars. 
 The four papers of this issue of FORMakademisk can be 
grouped under the headline of the first theme: Architectural com-
petitions I, exploring the phenomenon of competing in architecture 
and urban design. This sample of articles demonstrates the variety 
in the execution of architectural competitions around the world. 
Each paper has a geographical location, and, seen as an entity, 
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The Premises of the Event
Are architectural competitions incubators for events?

Abstract
Around 1980, two important competitions were launched on both 
sides of the Channel. One led to the Grande Arche in La Défense 

the present issue is a cavalcade of how architectural competitions 
materialise in Australia, China, France, Greece and the UK. The 
four papers extrapolate characteristics of the use of the competition 
instrument in the traditional European manner, including intrigu-
ing deviations, versus experimental and liberal realisations in other 
countries that have aimed at expanding and redefining the concept 
of architectural competition. Thus, the instrument can be used in 
innovative ways for finding solutions for architecture and building-
related matters of the evolving welfare societies. The papers touch 
the underlying question of the effectiveness of an architectural 
competition: Do architectural competitions per se renew the built 
environment, or are the structures of architectural competitions in 
need of innovation?
 The cavalcade with the four articles highlights the 
assumption that architectural competitions come to their true 
powers by use of their structural framework. This framework nour-
ishes a driving force that presupposes the gradual, but finally com-
plete, inclusion of all stakeholders, i.e. both the full body of the 
organisers, presumably the client and the future end users, and the 
participating architects along with other building experts, activated 
when the winning proposal of a competition enters the phase of 
realisation. Ultimately, this force will accomplish a multi-dimen-
sional piece of architecture. This unique masterpiece of architec-
ture will entice and inspire others to push high-quality architecture 
yet another step up the imaginary ladder that leads to new and in-
spiring artistic experiences. To say the least, all four authors claim 
that architectural competitions are inspirational for everyone, who 
engage in a close encounter with the phenomenon. Yet, this stance 
also demonstrates the complexity of doing research about architec-
tural competitions: this is a phenomenon that transgresses every 
boundary and restriction. It requires a trans-disciplinary approach 
and a mix of research methods to come close to understanding the 
inherent driving forces of a competition: Architectural competi-
tions refer to ideological thinking, defined formats and tangible 
architectural space, but it is first and foremost a mind-blowing 
aesthetical and spatial experience!
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A new call for quality 
Shifting the paradigm for development policy in Greece 
through competitions 

Abstract
This paper is following up on Kouzelis, Psilopoulou and Psilopou-
los (2010), where it was partly suggested that skipping architec-
tural competitions in favour of a quantitative (i.e., fiscal) approach 
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Contemporary large-scale international design 
competitions1 in China
A case study of  Baietan, Guangzhou

Abstract
The importance of contemporary design competitions has been in-
creasingly recognized in fast-growing China in the course of World 
Trade Organization (WTO) integration and globalization. How-
ever, scientific and systematic analysis is rare on how internation-
al design competitions are introduced, and how they interact and 
transplant in the Chinese context. The well-known Chinese-West-
ern culture gap and complicated social and political background 
make this topic more challenging. Herein, the authors focus on how 
the international design competitions were “translated” into both 
international and local perspectives with a compara-tive analysis 
on development of international design competitions between the 
Chinese and the Finnish model. To fully exemplify the design-com-
pletion procedure and the different roles of Chinese stakeholders 
and their perspectives on design competitions, the authors study 
the Baietan case, which was chosen due to its specific relationship 
with the city’s strategic plan, its representativeness in using inter-
national design competitions in connection to large-scale urban 
projects in China and its public access to the relevant documenta-
tion. The preliminary findings suggest that Chinese-style design 
competitions, acting as ‘designed trading zones’, with less-defined 
competition rules compared to the Finnish model, may foster the 
settings of local transformation in adopting international urban 
planning and design knowledge. However, an integrated approach 
is required to address subsequent implementation.

Keywords: design competition, trading zone, procedural analysis, 
case study, Guangzhou, strategic urban planning

Competing in Architecture 
Crowdsourcing as a Research Tool

Abstract
Architectural competitions are powerful strategies for generating 
visual ideas for new futures. Academic research generates new 
knowledge based on rigorous investigations of informed proposi-
tions. This paper describes an unusual merging of a research pro-
cess with a competition process using crowdsourcing to 
leverage knowledge. The Australian Research Council (ARC) is 
the pre-eminent funding body of academic research for universi-
ties across Australia. In 2010 a multidisciplinary academic team, 
with twelve industry partners including six education departments, 
successfully sought ARC research funding.  The application pro-
posed an unprecedented strategy to include an open Ideas Com-
petition in the middle year of a three-year research program as 
a form of crowdsourcing to leverage knowledge between aca-
demia and industry. The research project, entitled Future Proofing 
Schools, was focused on Australia’s relocatable school buildings.

Keywords: crowdsourcing, architectural competitions, multidisci-
plinary designs, prefabrication for schools, competitions as 
research.
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(Johann Otto von Spreckelsen, 1982–1989) and the other to the 
Lloyd’s building of London (Richard Rogers Partnership, 1977–
1986). Recalling the history of these two projects, we will try, in 
this article, to show how the programmes, their formulation, the 
methods used and, above all, the culture of the various actors in-
fluenced both the decisions and the built results. At the end of the 
paper, we propose to see these buildings as events. Based on the 
analysis of these competitions, we will show that these buildings 
can then be considered as belonging to two different categories – 
historical and spatial event – that we will define. 

Keywords: competition, programme, jury, client, event, Grande 
Arche of La Défense, Lloyd’s of London

was a prevailing paradigm for the building procurement policy in 
Greece at the time. Here the aim is to trace a notable shift from that 
paradigm by reviewing three case studies: the case of the UpTo35 
competition conducted as part of a private development scheme, 
the case of two ideas competitions organized by architecture 
review GreekArchitects.gr as part of an open discourse on politics 
and urban issues, and finally a general turn in policy by the Min-
istry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change including a new 
legislative framework aiming to establish a central role for archi-
tectural competitions in the development of public space. As these 
cases are studied in terms of narrative inquiry, the focus will be 
primarily on the incentives behind them and a proposal that they 
all find themselves on common ground by the narrative of simply 
‘breaking with past practices’, in addition to introducing the no-
tion of quality, not by prescribing it in qualificatory terms but rath-
er by simply supporting and safeguarding it in both policy and will.

Keywords: Greece, architecture competitions, architectural quality, 
policy, ideology, strategy


